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the treaty of 1757 to defray the expenses of the British troops employed in
his defence. He bestowed'on the English officers an additional sum equal
to the batta and this was known as double batta. The double batta, at first a
purely temporary indulgence, came in process of time to be regarded as a
matter of right.* Mir Qasim, anxious to obtain the goodwill of the army,
confirmed the grant. When the Company obtained the assignment of the
districts of Midnapore, Burdwan and Chittagong expressly to meet the extra
expenses of maintaining a force for the protection of the subahdari, they were
expected to pay this allowance also. This awoke the Court of Directors to
the rapacity rampant in their military establishment. While they had
tacitly acquiesced in the payment of double batta by the Nawab, they now
issued repeated and peremptory orders for the withdrawal of the extra
allowance ; "that is to say, all our military are to have single bat la only in
the same manner as is allowed at our Presidency of Fort St. George, and
even this single batta we most earnestly recommend it to you to reduce
whenever circumstances will admit of it."66
Clive and the Select Committee therefore ordered that payment of
double batta should cease from 1 January 1766 except at Allahabad where,
on account of the high prices of provisions, the allowance was to be conti-
nued while the troops were actually in the field, but was to be reduced to
single batta when they retired to cantonments. For the same reason single
batta was to be paid to troops stationed at Patna and Monghyr.67 To soften
the blow, Clive converted the five lakhs bequeathed to him by Mir Jafar
into a fund for the benefit of invalid soldiers and widows of military servants.
Even so, the promulgation of the order discontinuing double batta was
the signal for mutiny. Though at first there was no open opposition, the
majority of the officers resented the cancellation of this payment and sought
ways of securing its restoration. At length it was decided that about two
hundred European officers should resign simultaneously their commissions
in order to force the hands of the authorities at Calcutta.68 The initiative
seems to have been taken by the officers of the first brigade, and whether
the plan originated with Fletcher or not, it was certainly known to him and
received his approval. Many of the officers at Allahabad and Patna were
also induced to join. The plot was formed under oaths of secrecy, but, a
few months before, Clive had anticipated the possibility of such an occur-
rence.69 Now when he received intelligence that his prophecy would be
fulfilled he decided to make no concession. The economy secured by the
reduction of the batta seemed to him of trifling consideration when com-
pared with the disastrous consequences of yielding to the menace of such a
mutinous association. In this the whole Council concurred with him. "An
army making it's own terms was such an alarming circumstance that we
immediately determined to crush such a mutinous spirit in its birth at all
hazards."70 Fletcher, the "principal promoter and instigator of the late dis-
honorable association",71 and a few other leading offenders were arrested,
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